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1. Executive summary 
 

Some o f  the  key f i nd ings  a re  h igh l i gh ted  be low.  Percen tages  and  the  ac tua l  f i gu res  the  

pe rcentages  re la te  to  a re  p resented  here  in  the  execu t i ve  summary .  As  we  su rveyed  ten  

pe rcent  o f  t he  Ba l l ymun  popu la t i on ,  the  su rvey f i gures  have been  mul t i p l i ed  by  ten  to  show 

the  ac tua l  numbers ,  i . e .  114  o f  those  in  work  desc r ibed  the i r  occupa t ion  as  par t  o f  a  ca reer ,  

t h i s  equa tes  to  1140 peop le  i n  Ba l l ymun .  

 

•  Us ing  the  Pr inc ipa l  Economic  S ta tus  c r i t e r ia ,  Ba l l ymun  has  an  unemp loyment  ra te  fou r  

t imes  tha t  o f  t he  S ta te .  

 

•  Near l y  ha l f  (48 .9%,  1140)  o f  those  in  work  desc r ibe  the i r  occupa t i on  as  pa r t  o f  a  

ca reer ,  ra ther  than  mere ly  a  j ob .  

 

•  Al l  responden ts  were  a lso  asked  whe ther  they  wou ld  be  in te res ted  in  se t t i ng  up  the i r  

own  bus iness  and  over  a  quar te r  (26 .7%,  1210)  i nd ica ted  tha t  they  wou ld  be .  

 

•  I n  to ta l  42 .4% (2060)  o f  responden ts  i nd ica ted  tha t  they  rece ived  bene f i t  payments .  

 

•  Compared  w i th  the  S ta te ,  Ba l l ymun  has  a  h igher  pe rcen tage  o f  peop le  (aged 15  and  

over )  desc r ib ing  themse lves  as  s tuden ts .  Th is  i s  due to  the  h igh  leve ls  i n  � second  

chance �  educa t ion .  

 

•  Ba l l ymun  peop le  ach ieve  an  educa t i ona l  l eve l  fa r  l ower  than the  na t iona l  ave rage .  

 

•  Al though the  ma jo r i t y  o f  responden ts  had  no t  comp le ted  upper  secondary  l eve l  

educat ion ,  ove r  two- th i rds  (68 .4%,  3200)  repor ted  hav ing  work  sk i l l s .  

 

•  Near l y  a  th i rd  o f  peop le  (30 .4%,  1450)  had  pa r t i c ipa ted  in  an  educa t ion  o r  t ra in ing  

p rog ramme in  the  pas t  12  mon ths .  

 

•  Three  in  f i ve  peop le  (60 .5%,  2870)  i nd ica ted  tha t  they  wou ld  l i ke  to  pa r t i c ipa te  in  an  

educat ion  o r  t ra in ing  course  in  the  fu tu re .  

 

•  Over  a  th i rd  (36 .1%,  880)  o f  househo lds ,  w i th  ch i l d ren  a t tend ing  p r imary  o r  secondary  

schoo l ,  use  schoo ls  ou ts ide  Ba l l ymun .  

 

•  Al though some paren ts  p re fe r  schoo ls  ou ts ide  Ba l l ymun ,  near l y  th ree -quar te rs  (74 .3%,  

1710)  ra te  schoo ls  i n  Ba l l ymun  as  good  o r  ve ry  good .  

 

•  Near l y  a l l  pa ren ts  (99 .6%,  2380)  sa id  they wou ld  l i ke  the i r  ch i l d ren  to  go  on  to  Th i rd  

Leve l  educa t ion .  

 

•  Al though 78 .2% (1860)  o f  pa ren ts  usua l l y  m ind  the i r  own  ch i l d ren  a t  home,  th i s  i s  the  

p re fe r red  method  by  on ly  56 .2% (1320) .  Th is  sugges ts  tha t  pa ren ts  a re  mind ing  

ch i l d ren  a t  home because su i tab le  a l te rna t ives  a re  no t  ava i lab le .  
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•  Near l y  ha l f  (49 .5%,  540)  o f  pa ren ts  had  been  p reven ted  f rom look ing  fo r  a  j ob  due  to  

l ack  o f  ava i l ab le  ch i l dca re .  Near l y  two  in  f i ve  (38 .9%,  420)  had  been  p reven ted  f rom 

par t i c ipa t ing  in  educa t ion  o r  t ra in ing .  

 

•  Compared  w i th  the  S ta te ,  Ba l l ymun  has  p ropor t i ona l l y  tw ice  as  many peop le  covered  by  

a  Med ica l  Card ,  and a  fa r  smal le r  p ropor t i on  covered  by  p r i va te  hea l th  i nsu rance .  

 

•  Compared  w i th  the  S ta te ,  Ba l l ymun  has  p ropor t i ona te l y  tw ice  as  many peop le  

desc r ib ing  the i r  hea l th  as  poor .  

 

•  Ba l l ymun  has  a  reasonab ly  se t t l ed  popu la t i on ;  two- th i rds  (66 .9%,  3250)  have  l i ved  in  

the  same accommodat ion  fo r  more  than  5  years ,  and 42 .9% (2150)  have  l i ved  the re  fo r  

more  than  10  years .  

 

•  Accommodat ion  sa t i s fac t i on  leve ls  a re  s t rong ly  dependen t  on  the  t ype  o f  

accommodat ion  in  wh ich  the  pe rson  l i ves .  In  te rms  o f  houses ,  the  newer  the  house the  

more  sa t i s f i ed  the  occupan t  i s ;  and  in  te rms  o f  f l a t s  the  fewer  s to r ies  the  b lock  has  the  

more  sa t i s f i ed  the  occupan t  i s .  

 

•  Wel l  ove r  th ree  quar te rs  o f  peop le  (78 .9%,  3770)  l i ke  l i v ing  in  Ba l l ymun  and  wan t  to  

con t inue  do ing  so  fo r  the  fo reseeab le  fu tu re .  

 

•  Ba l l ymun  househo lds ,  i n  compar i son  to  the  na t i ona l  ave rages ,  exper ience fa r  h igher  

ra tes  o f  c r ime .  

 

•  The  vas t  ma jo r i t y  (89 .7%,  4380)  o f  peop le  fee l  sa fe  i n  the i r  homes  a t  n igh t ,  however ,  

40 .4% (1840)  fee l  unsa fe  wa lk ing  in  the i r  ne ighbourhood  a f te r  dark .  

 

•  Near l y  n ine  ou t  o f  ten  (88 .6%,  4210)  peop le  fe l t  t ha t  the  loca l  commun i t y  shou ld  be  

more  invo lved  in  runn ing  Ba l l ymun ,  and  55 .3% (2620)  wou ld  l i ke  to  pa r t i c ipa te  i n  a  

ne ighbourhood  counc i l .  

 

•  The  su rvey sugges ts  tha t  peop le  requ i re  shopp ing  fac i l i t i es  to  be  loca ted  c loser  to  the  

homes  than  Ba l l ymun  Town Cen t re .  
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2. Introduction 
 

Ba l l ymun  Par tne rsh ip  embarked  on  i t s  mos t  recen t  p lan  o f  ac t i on  in  January  2001  and  has  

been  res t ruc tu r ing  i t se l f  t o  become more  sys temat i c  i n  i t s  approach ,  i nc lud ing  pu t t i ng  i n  

p lace  mechan isms  fo r  con t i nuous  ta rge t i ng  and eva lua t ion  o f  ac t i v i t ies  aga ins t  s t ra teg i c  

a ims .  

 

I n  o rde r  to  eva lua te  how s t ra teg ies  and  ac t i ons  impac t  on  the  loca l  communi t y ,  i t  i s  

impor tan t  to  work  f rom re l i ab le  da ta  and  con t inuous ly  upda te  tha t  da ta ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  i n  l i gh t  

o f  the  regenera t ion  p rog ramme cur ren t l y  be ing  under taken in  Ba l l ymun .  

 

The  Par tne rsh ip  wan ted  to  ga the r  key  da ta  tha t  wou ld  p rov ide  a  comprehens ive  soc ia l  and  

economic  p ro f i l e  o f  the  Ba l l ymun  a rea  �  a  p i c tu re  o f  i t s  s t reng ths  and  weaknesses .  

 

To  ga the r  th i s  key  da ta ,  the  Par tne rsh ip  commiss ioned  V is ion  21  to  conduc t  a  su rvey o f  

Ba l l ymun  res iden ts .  The su rvey was  conduc ted  be tween  November  2002  and  January  2003 .  

The  p ro jec t  me thodo logy i s  ou t l i ned  in  the  nex t  sec t ion .  

 

Th is  repor t  p resen ts  the  key f i nd ings  f rom the  su rvey in  the  fo l l ow ing  sec t ions :  

•  Demograph ics .  

•  Employment .  

•  Educa t ion  and  t ra in ing .  

•  Pro f i l e  o f  peop le  o f  ou t  work .  

•  Schoo l ing .  

•  Chi ldca re .  

•  Hea l th .  

•  Hous ing  and  env i ronment .  

•  Cr ime and  sa fe ty .  

•  Par t i c ipa t i on .  

•  I ncome and  expend i tu re .  

 

The  repor t  compares  the  su rvey da ta  w i th  na t iona l  su rveys  ( i . e .  the  2002 Census ,  1996  

Census ,  the  Na t iona l  Quar te r l y  Househo ld  Survey,  the  1999/2000 Househo ld  Budge t  

Survey)  and  a  su rvey tha t  was  conduc ted  fo r  the  Par tne rsh ip  i n  2000 .  The 2000  su rvey,  

conduc ted  by  WRC,  u t i l i sed  the  same methodo logy as  the  p resent  su rvey and  concent ra ted  

on  labour  fo rce  ind ica to rs .  

 

A  f i na l  sec t ion  o f  the  repor t  d raws  togethe r  the  conc lus ions  f rom the  s tudy.  
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3. Methods 
 

To  es tab l i sh  the  soc io -economic  p ro f i l e  o f  Ba l l ymun  i t  was  dec ided  to  conduc t  a  su rvey w i th  

ten  pe rcent  o f  Ba l l ymun  househo lds .  A  samp l ing  f rame was  cons t ruc ted  us ing  in fo rmat ion  

f rom Dub l in  C i t y  Counc i l  Reg iona l  O f f i ce  and  in fo rmat ion  f rom the  loca l  pos t  o f f i ce .  The  

ta rge t  samp le  s i ze  was  485  househo lds .  

 

Le t te rs  were  sen t  to  the  randomly  se lec ted  po ten t ia l  responden ts  ou t l i n i ng  the  na tu re  o f  the  

su rvey and  in fo rm ing  them tha t  an  in te rv iewer  wou ld  ca l l  w i th in  the  nex t  few weeks .  The  

su rvey was  conduc ted  be tween  November  2002 and ea r l y  January  2003 .  Up  to  fou r  ca l l -

backs  were  made  a t  each  samp led  address .  I f  a f te r  fou r  a t tempts  an  in te rv iew cou ld  no t  be  

secu red  a  rep lacement  address  was  se lec ted  fo r  i n te rv iew.  

 

I n  te rms  o f  response  ra tes ,  81 .6% o f  i n te rv iews  were  secu red  w i th in  fou r  ca l l -backs ,  15 .9% 

in te rv iews  were  under taken  a t  a l te rna t i ve  addresses  because  there  was  no  response a t  the  

o r ig ina l  address ,  and  2 .5% o f  i n te rv iews  were  conduc ted  a t  new addresses  because  o f  

re fusa ls  a t  the  o r ig ina l  address .  

 

I n  to ta l  485  househo lds  were  in te rv iewed ,  th i s  equa tes  to  a  conf idence in te rva l  o f  p lus  o r  

m inus  4 .22% a t  a  con f idence  leve l  o f  95%.  Demograph ic  and Pr inc ipa l  Economic  S ta tus  

(PES)  i n fo rmat ion  was  co l l ec ted  fo r  eve ry  i nd iv idua l  i n  the  househo lds ,  i n  to ta l  i n fo rmat ion  

was  co l l ec ted  on  1516  ind iv idua ls .  On  an  ind iv idua l  l eve l ,  t h i s  equa tes  to  a  conf idence 

in te rva l  o f  p lus  o r  m inus  2 .39% a t  a  con f idence  leve l  o f  95%.  

 

In  the  repor t ,  where  da ta  has  been  c ross - tabu la ted  and  the  re la t ionsh ip  be tween  the  two  

va r iab les  (e .g .  sa t i s fac t ion  and  t ype  o f  accommodat ion )  was  shown to  be  s ta t i s t i ca l l y  

s ign i f i can t ,  a  � p  va lue �  i s  p resen ted .  The  tab le  be low i l l us t ra tes  the  s ign i f i cance  o f  the  p  

va lues .  

 

Table  3 .1  p  va lues  

p  va lue  Con f idence  leve l  

p<0 .05  95% 

p<0 .01  99% 

p<0 .001  99 .9% 

 

Where  a  p  va lue  i s  p resented  th i s  means  the  re la t i onsh ip  i s  s ta t i s t i ca l l y  s ign i f i can t .  I t  can  

be  sa id  tha t  the  lower  a  p  va lue  i s  the  more  s ign i f i can t  the  re la t ionsh ip  be tween  the  two  

va r iab les  i s .  
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4. Demographics 
 
The  f i r s t  t op ic  covered  by  the  ques t ionna i re  was  demograph ics .  Responden ts  were  asked to  

i nd i ca te  the  gender ,  age ,  mar i ta l  s ta tus ,  and  emp loyment  s ta tus  o f  eve ry  member  o f  the  

househo ld .  

 

I n  te rms  o f  gender  47 .4% o f  the  sample  were  ma le  and  52 .6% were  female .  Th is  rep l i ca tes  

c lose l y  the  1996  Census  f i gu res ,  wh ich  ind ica ted  tha t  47 .5% o f  the  Ba l l ymun  popu la t i on  

was  ma le  and 52 .5% were  female .  There fo re  i t  can  be  seen  tha t  the  gender  compos i t i on  has  

no t  changed  s ign i f i can t l y  s ince  1996.  The  survey resu l ts  a re  suppor ted  by  the  2002  

Census ,  wh ich  repor ted  tha t  47 .6% o f  Ba l l ymun  res iden ts  a re  ma le  and  52 .4% a re  fema le .  

 

Househo ld  s i ze  has  a l so  rema ined  s tab le .  The  1996  Census  repor ted  an  average  Ba l l ymun  

househo ld  s i ze  o f  3 .28  persons  and our  su rvey ind i ca ted  an  ave rage  o f  3 .16  pe rsons .  Aga in  

the  su rvey resu l ts  a re  suppor ted  by  the  2002  Census ,  wh ich  repor ted  a  p re l im ina ry  f i gu re  o f  

3 .14  pe rsons  pe r  househo ld .  

 

A  ten  pe rcen t  samp le  o f  485  househo lds  was  in te rv iewed .  In  to ta l  t hese  househo lds  had  

1 ,516  members ,  the re fo re  we  can  es t ima te  tha t  Ba l l ymun  has  to ta l  popu la t i on  o f  15 ,160  

peop le .  Th is  i s  suppor ted  by  the  2002  Census ,  wh ich  repor ted  a  Ba l l ymun  popu la t ion  o f  

15 ,229 .  

 

The  average  age  o f  peop le  l i v ing  in  Ba l l ymun  i s  26 .82  years  o ld .   

 

Table  4 .1  Age  prof i le   

Age  group 2002  Surve y 
% 

1996  Census*  
% 

Sta te*  
% 

0  �  14  29 .1  32 .6  23 .7  

15  �  24  20 .8  20 .8  17 .5  

25  �  44  32 .7  26 .1  28 .0  

45  �  64  14 .1  17 .5  19 .4  

65  +  3 .3  3 .1  11 .4  

*Source :  CSO:  1996  Census  

 

Tab le  4 .1  p resen ts  the  age p ro f i l e  b reakdown and  as  can  be  seen  ha l f  (49 .9%)  o f  a l l  

Ba l l ymun  res iden ts  a re  be low the  age  o f  25 ,  th i s  compares  to  41 .2% o f  the  S ta te .  

 

When  look ing  a t  a  more  de ta i l ed  b reakdown o f  age  and  gender ,  the  f i gu res  sugges t  tha t  

the re  i s  a  dec l i ne  in  the  b i r th  ra te  and  a  dec l i ne  in  the  numbers  o f  young  women.  There  

a l so  seems to  be  lower  than  expec ted  ma le  popu la t i on  be tween  the  ages  o f  25  and  39 .  

However  the  degree  o f  accu racy  o f  a  su rvey o f  th i s  k ind  does  no t  l end  i t se l f  t o  examin ing  

ve ry  smal l  sub -g roups .  There fo re  i t  i s  recommended tha t  the  i ssues  o f  dec l i n ing  b i r th  ra te ,  

dec l i n ing  numbers  o f  young  women,  and  h idden male  popu la t i on  i s  i nves t iga ted  in  more  

de ta i l  when  the  2002 Census  age p ro f i l e  i n fo rmat ion  i s  ava i l ab le  i n  June  2002.  Th is  

demograph ic  ana lys i s  w i l l  be  o f  g rea t  impor tance  to  o rgan isa t ions  such  as  the  hea l th  board  

(b i r th  ra tes ) ,  j ob  cent re  (h idden  male  popu la t i on ) ,  and  Dub l in  C i t y  Counc i l  (househo ld  

s t ruc tu res ) .  
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5. Employment 
 

A f te r  d i scuss ing  demograph ics ,  the  responden ts  were  asked about  the i r  employment  

s i tua t ion .  

 

I n  the  to ta l  samp le  ( responden ts  p lus  o the r  househo ld  members ) ,  1062  ind iv idua ls  were  

aged  f i f t een  o r  ove r .  Tab le  5 .1  compares  the  PES o f  Ba l l ymun  res iden ts  (aged f i f t een  and 

o lde r )  w i th  those  o f  the  S ta te .   

 

Table  5 .1  Pr inc ipa l  Economic  Sta tus ,  Ba l l ymun and the  Sta te  

PES Cr i ter ion  2000  Surve y 
% 

2002  Surve y 
% 

Sta te*  
% 

At  work  48 .9  47 .1  54 .6  

Unemployed  18 .6  15 .9  3 .8  

S tudent  9 .0  13 .1  12 .1  

Home dut ies  15 .0  14 .2  17 .9  

Re t i red  4 .9  5 .1  8 .4  

Other  ( i nc .  d i sab led  o r  i l l )  3 .5  4 .5  3 .2  

*Source :  CSO -  QNHS (2002  4 t h  Quar te r )  

 

Char t  5 .1  Pr inc ipa l  Economic  Sta tus ,  Ba l l ymun and the  Sta te  
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When  compar ing  the  PES o f  Ba l l ymun  res iden ts  w i th  the  na t i ona l  p i c tu re ,  i t  can  be  seen in  

Char t  5 .1  tha t  fou r  t imes  as  many Ba l l ymun  peop le  desc r ibe  themse lves  as  unemp loyed ,  

and  the re  were  7 .5% fewer  peop le  who  ind i ca ted  tha t  they  worked .  The  fac t  tha t  Ba l l ymun  

has  a  re la t i ve l y  young  popu la t i on  exp la ins  why a  lower  p ropor t i on  o f  peop le  desc r ibe  

themse lves  as  re t i red .  

 

Ba l l ymun  has  a  s l i gh t l y  h igher  pe rcen tage  o f  peop le  (aged  15  and over )  desc r ib ing  

themse lves  as  s tuden ts .  Th is  i s  p robab ly  due  to  the  h igh  numbers  o f  peop le  par t i c ipa t ing  in  

 9
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t ra in ing  schemes  such  as  You th reach ,  LES,  FÁS,  as  we l l  as  a t tend ing  even ing  courses  a t  

the  loca l  comprehens ive  schoo l .  

 

Tab le  5 .2  compares  the  ILO economic  s ta tus  o f  Ba l l ymun  res idents  w i th  the  na t iona l  

f i gu res .  

 

Table  5 .2  ILO Economic  Sta tus ,  Bal l ymun and the  Sta te  

ILO Cr i te r ion  2000  Surve y 
% 

2002  Surve y 
% 

Sta te*  
% 

Employed  fu l l  t ime  31 .7  31 .4  47 .6  

Employed  pa r t  t ime  

(no t  under  emp loyed)  

13 .5  16 .1  9 .3  

Employed  pa r t  t ime  

(under  emp loyed)  

1 .0  2 .0  0 .1  

Unemployed  7 .8  9 .1  2 .7  

No t  i n  l abour  fo rce  46 .0  41 .4  40 .3  

*Source :  CSO -  QNHS (2002  4 t h  Quar te r )  

 

Us ing  the  ILO c r i te r ia ,  ove r  th ree  t imes  as  many peop le  f rom Ba l l ymun  a re  c lass i f i ed  as  

unemployed .  Ano the r  a rea  in  wh ich  the  labour  fo rce  p ro f i l e  o f  Ba l l ymun  d i f f e rs  f rom the  

na t iona l  p ro f i l e  i s  pa r t  t ime  employment .  P ropor t i ona l l y  Ba l l ymun  has  6 .8% more  pa r t - t ime 

worke rs  than  the  S ta te .  

 

Tab le  5 .2  a l so  i l l us t ra tes  tha t  p ropor t i ona l l y  more  Ba l l ymun  peop le  a re  in  the  labour  fo rce  

than  was  the  case  in  2000 .  A l though  some o f  th i s  i s  accoun ted  fo r  by  a  s l i gh t l y  h igher  

unemployment  ra te ,  the  b igges t  d i f f e rence  i s  the  inc rease  in  pa r t  t ime employment .  

 

As  can be  seen  in  the  next  tab le  s i x  ou t  o f  t en  worke rs  desc r ibed the  leve l  o f  the i r  j ob  as  

genera l  opera t i ve .  However ,  when  the  responden ts  were  asked  whe ther  they  cons ide red  

the i r  occupa t i on  was  pa r t  o f  a  ca reer  pa th  o r  j us t  a  j ob ,  near l y  ha l f  (48 .9%)  s ta ted  i t  was  

pa r t  o f  a  ca ree r .  A l l  responden ts  were  a l so  asked  whethe r  they  wou ld  be  in te res ted  in  

se t t i ng  up  the i r  own  bus iness  and over  a  quar te r  (26 .7%)  ind ica ted  tha t  they  wou ld  be .  Th is  

obv ious ly  i l l us t ra tes  the  g rea t  po ten t ia l  f o r  en te rp r i se  in  Ba l l ymun .  

 
Tab le  5 .3  Leve l  o f  occupat ion  

Leve l  in  current  job  % 

Genera l  opera t i ve  60 .9  

C le r i ca l  opera t i ve  14 .2  

Superv i so r  9 .9  

Management  team 3 .0  

D i rec to r  0 .9  

Employer  1 .3  

Other  9 .9  
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A l l  Responden ts  were  asked  whe the r  o r  no t  they  rece ived  we l fa re  payments ,  i n  to ta l  42 .4% 

ind i ca ted  tha t  they  rece ived  benef i t  payments .  Tab le  5 .4  shows  the  b reakdown be tween  

d i f fe ren t  we l fa re  payments .  

 

Table  5 .4  Rece iving  w el fare  payments  

Type  % 

Unemployment  Ass is tance 5 .8  

Unemployment  Bene f i t  4 .3  

Lone  Paren t  A l l owance  18 .6  

Re la ted  to  D isab i l i t y  6 .8  

Care r � s  A l l owance  0 .4  

Other  6 .6  

 

The  p ropor t i on  o f  Ba l l ymun  peop le  c la im ing  Lone Paren t  A l l owance  has  inc reased  s ince  

2000 .  Accord ing  to  the  su rvey conduc ted  in  2000,  14 .4% o f  adu l ts  c la imed  the  bene f i t  and  

as  can  be  seen  in  the  tab le  above  th i s  pe rcentage  has  inc reased  by  4 .2% to  18 .6%.  

However ,  when  we  examine  these  pe rcen tages  in  te rms  o f  numbers  o f  peop le  we  see  tha t  

the  ac tua l  number  o f  peop le  c la im ing  Lone  Paren t  A l l owance  has  s tayed  cons tan t  s ince  

2000 .  
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6. Profile of people out of work 
 
Us ing  the  ILO c r i te r ia  over  ha l f  (50 .5%)  o f  the  Ba l l ymun  popu la t ion  (aged over  f i f t een )  a re  

e i the r  unemployed  a re  no t  economica l l y  ac t i ve .  The tab le  be low i l l us t ra tes  how th i s  f i gu re  

i s  b roken  down.  

 

Table  6 .1  ILO Cr i te r ion  

ILO Cr i te r ion  2002  Surve y 
% 

Unemployed  seek ing  fu l l  t ime  work  4 .1  

Unemployed  seek ing  pa r t  t ime work  4 .5  

Unemployed  seek ing  pa r t  t ime and fu l l  t ime 

work  

0 .5  

No t  economica l l y  ac t i ve  �  ava i l ab le  fo r  and  

pass ive l y  seek ing  fu l l  t ime work  

3 .2  

No t  economica l l y  ac t i ve  �  ava i l ab le  fo r  and  

pass ive ly  seek ing  pa r t  t ime  work  

5 .2  

No t  economica l l y  ac t i ve ,  o the r  33 .0  

 
The  tab le  sugges ts  tha t  17 .5% o f  the  Ba l l ymun  popu la t i on  a re  ou t  o f  work  bu t  a re  ava i l ab le  

to  under take  some k ind  o f  emp loyment .  I n  te rms  o f  numbers  o f  peop le ,  the  su rvey sugges ts  

tha t  770  peop le  a re  ava i l ab le  fo r  work .  The  res t  o f  t h i s  sec t ion  pro f i l es  these �ou t  o f  work �  

peop le .  

 

Tab le  6 .2  shows  tha t  near l y  ha l f  (48 .1%)  o f  ou t  work  peop le  l i ve  i n  8  s to rey  f l a t s  and  more  

than  one  in  f i ve  l i ve  i n  second  genera t ion  hous ing .  

 

Table  6 .2  Accommodat ion  type  o f  people  out  o f  w ork   

Type  2002  Surve y 
% 

New un i t  5 .2  

2 n d  genera t ion  house  20 .8  

1 s t  genera t ion  house  11 .7  

4  s to rey  f l a t  2 .6  

8  s to rey  f l a t  48 .1  

15  s to rey  f l a t  11 .7  

 

Tab le  6 .6  shows  tha t  27 .3% o f  ou t  o f  work  peop le  l i ve  i n  Popp in t ree  and  on ly  14 .3% l i ve  i n  

Shangan .  
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Table  6 .2  Area  in  w hich  o f  people  out  o f  w ork  l ive   

Area  2002  Surve y 
% 

Popp in t ree  27 .3  

Ba lcu r r i s /Ba lbu tcher  20 .8  

S i l l ogue/Sandyh i l l  15 .6  

Cou l t r y  22 .1  

Shangan  14 .3  

 

Over  two  th i rds  (68 .5%)  o f  peop le  ou t  o f  work  s ta ted  tha t  they  we re  on  the  L ive  Reg is te r .  

 

45 .5% expressed  an  in te res t  i n  se t t i ng  up  the i r  own  bus iness .  Sugges t ions  inc luded:  

•  Open ing  a  shop .  

•  Carpen t ry .  

•  Pa in t ing  and  decora t ing .  

•  Compute r /e lec t ron ics  re la ted .  

 

The  tab le  be low shows  tha t  ove r  th ree -quar te rs  (77 .9%)  o f  peop le  ou t  o f  work  have  no t  

a t ta ined upper  secondary  l eve l  educat ion ,  and none have  a t ta ined  degree leve l .  

 

Table  6 .3  H ighest  leve l  o f  educat ion  o f  people  out  o f  w ork  

Leve l  2002  Surve y 
% 

No fo rmal  educa t ion  1 .3  

P r imary  educa t ion  22 .1  

Lower  secondary  educa t ion  54 .5  

Upper  secondary  educa t ion  15 .6  

Pos t  Leav ing  Cer t  5 .2  

Th i rd  l eve l  non-degree  1 .3  

 

However ,  near l y  fou r  i n  f i ve  (78 .9%)  s ta ted  hav ing  work  sk i l l s .  These  inc luded:  

•  Compute r  sk i l l s .  

•  Mach in is t  sk i l l s .  

•  Trade  sk i l l s .  

•  Admin is t ra t i ve /sec re ta r i a l  sk i l l s .  

 

I n  to ta l ,  40 .0% o f  peop le  ou t  o f  work  had  under taken  an  educa t ion  o r  t ra in ing  course  in  the  

pas t  12  mon ths ,  and  over  th ree  quar te rs  (77 .6%)  wou ld  l i ke  to  par t i c ipa te  i n  a  course  in  the  

fu tu re .  The  tab le  be low desc r ibes  the  t ype  o f  cou rses  peop le  ou t  o f  work  wou ld  l i ke  to  

under take .  
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Table  6 .3  Type  o f  course people  out  o f  w ork  w ish to  under take   

Leve l  2002  Surve y 
% 

Compute r  re la ted  32 .8  

T rade /c ra f t  re la ted  19 .0  

Ch i ldca re  /  soc ia l  se rv i ces  17 .2  

Schoo l  sub jec ts  6 .9  

Th i rd  l eve l  5 .2  

Bas ic  sk i l l s  3 .4  

Dr i v ing  re la ted  3 .4  

O ther  j ob  spec i f i c  3 .4  

Other  8 .6  

 

O f  those  who  wou ld  l i ke  to  under take  a  course ,  37 .8% repor ted  tha t  someth ing  was  

p revent ing  them f rom par t i c ipa t ing .  The mos t  f requen t l y  c i ted  ba r r ie r  to  t ra in ing  was  lack  o f  

appropr ia te  ch i l dca re .  O ther  c i ted  ba r r ie rs  i nc luded  lack  o f  t ime  and  money.  
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7. Education and training 
 
Al l  responden ts  were  asked  to  i nd ica te  a t  wha t  age they ceased  educat ion .  Near l y  one  in  

ten  (9 .3%)  o f  responden ts  were  s t i l l  i n  educat ion .  O f  those  who  had  f i n i shed  the i r  s tud ies  

near l y  ha l f  (48 .2%)  le f t  educa t ion  be fo re  the  age  o f  16 ,  and more  than  e igh t  i n  ten  (81 .1%)  

had  le f t  be fo re  tu rn ing  e igh teen ,  and  on ly  18 .9% were  s t i l l  i n  educa t ion  a t  the  age  o f  18 .  

 

Tab le  7 .1  i l l us t ra tes  the  h ighes t  l eve l  o f  educa t i on  comp le ted  to  da te  by  the  responden ts  no  

longer  i n  fu l l - t ime educa t i on .  As  the  tab le  shows ,  p ropor t i ona l l y  the  S ta te  has  ove r  tw ice  as  

many peop le  than  Ba l l ymun  who  have comp le ted  upper  secondary  l eve l  educat ion  (46 .9% 

compared  to  23 .8%) .  

 

Table  7 .1  H ighest  leve l  o f  educat ion  

Leve l  o f  educat ion  2002  Surve y 
% 

Sta te*  
% 

Pr imary  educa t ion  ( i nc l .  

No  fo rmal  educa t ion )  

32 .5  29 .5  

Lower  secondary  43 .7  20 .9  

Upper  secondary  19 .4  29 .9  

Th i rd  l eve l  non-degree  3 .0  9 .6  

Un ive rs i t y  degree  1 .4  10 .1  

*Source :  CSO �  1996  Census  o f  Popu la t i on  

 
Char t  7 .1  H ighest  leve l  o f  educat ion  
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As  can be  seen  in  Char t  7 .1 ,  on  ave rage  Ba l l ymun  peop le  ach ieve  an  educa t iona l  l eve l  fa r  

l ower  than  the  na t iona l  ave rage .  However ,  as  was  po in ted  ou t  i n  the  las t  sec t ion ,  Ba l l ymun  

has  a  s l i gh t l y  g rea te r  p ropor t i on  o f  peop le ,  aged f i f teen  and over ,  who  desc r ibe  themse lves  

as  s tuden ts .  Th is  i s  due  to  the  h igh  numbers  who  a re  under tak ing  t ra in ing  courses  and 

pa r t i c ipa t ing  in  � second  chance �  educa t ion .   
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A l though the  ma jo r i t y  o f  responden ts  had  no t  comp le ted  upper  secondary  l eve l  educat ion ,  

ove r  two- th i rds  (68 .4%)  had  work  sk i l l s .  I n  te rms  o f  sk i l l s  o f  those  in  work ,  66 .7% o f  those  

who  desc r ibed  the i r  cu r ren t  occupa t i on  as  genera l  opera t i ve  repor ted  hav ing  work  sk i l l s .  

These  sk i l l s ,  a long w i th  the  h igh  numbers  i n  second  chance  educa t i on ,  wou ld  obv ious l y  be  

a t t rac t i ve  to  po ten t ia l  employers  o r  f i rms  cons ide r ing  loca t i ng  in  Ba l l ymun .  Var ious  sk i l l s  

were  desc r ibed ,  bu t  those tha t  were  c i ted  mos t  o f ten  were  as  fo l l ows :  

•  Compute r  re la ted .  

•  Management /  t eam leadersh ip .  

•  Cle r i ca l /sec re ta r i a l .  

•  Trade  sk i l l s  (e .g .  p lumb ing ,  e lec t r i ca l ,  we ld ing ,  p las te r ing ,  pa in t i ng  and  

decora t ing ) .  

•  Cate r ing .  

•  Chi ldmind ing .  

 

Near l y  a  th i rd  o f  peop le  (30 .4%)  had pa r t i c ipa ted  in  an  educat ion  o r  t ra in ing  prog ramme in  

the  pas t  12  mon ths .  Tab le  7 .2  shows  the  b reakdown o f  the  t ype  o f  o rgan isa t ion  tha t  ran  the  

courses  tha t  were  under taken .  As  the  tab le  shows ,  o f  those who  had  pa r t i c ipa ted  in  a  

t ra in ing  course  a  th i rd  had  been  p rov ided  by  the  emp loyer ,  and near l y  two  in  ten  (19 .9%)  

were  p rov ided  by  FÁS.  A  la rge  p ropor t i on  o f  the  peop le  under tak ing  t ra in ing  wou ld  have  

accessed the  course  th rough  the  LES.  

 

Table  7 .2  Educat ion  and t ra in ing  providers  

Provider  % 

Employer  27 .0  

FÁS 19 .9  

S t i l l  i n  2 n d  l eve l  ed  12 .1  

VEC �  PLC 7 .8  

Th i rd  l eve l  7 .1  

P r i va te  t ra in ing  company 5 .7  

Ba l l ymun  Job Cen t re  4 .9  

Comm/vo l  o rgan isa t i on  3 .5  

Ba l l ymun  Comp �  n igh t  

cou rses  

3 .5  

Other  VEC 2 .8  

Other  13 .5  

 

The  h igh  numbers  o f  peop le  under tak ing  these  courses  i l l us t ra tes  the  impor tance  o f  

� second  chance �  educat ion  i n  Ba l l ymun .  
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Three  in  f i ve  peop le  (60 .5%)  ind i ca ted  tha t  they  wou ld  l i ke  to  pa r t i c ipa te  in  an  educat ion  o r  

t ra in ing  course .  Near l y  th ree  quar te rs  (72 .4%)  o f  unemp loyed  peop le  ind ica ted  wan t ing  to  

pa r t i c ipa te  in  an  educat ion  o r  t ra in ing  course ,  and near l y  two  th i rds  (62 .6%)  o f  those  

cu r ren t l y  work ing  wou ld  l i ke  to  under take  a  course  o f  some k ind .  Tab le  7 .3  shows  tha t  ove r  

a  th i rd  (33 .8%)  o f  those who  wou ld  l i ke  to  do  a  course  wou ld  l i ke  to  under take  compute r  

re la ted  t ra in ing .  

 

Table  7 .3  Type  of  course in  w hich  people  w ould  l ike  to  par t ic ipate  

Course  type  % Number  o f  
people  

Compute r  re la ted  33 .8  970  

Ch i ldca re /soc ia l  se rv i ces  11 .5  330  

T rade /c ra f t  re la ted  11 .5  330  

Th i rd  l eve l  9 .4  270  

Other  j ob  spec i f i c  8 .4  240  

Schoo l  sub jec ts  7 .0  200  

Dr i v ing  re la ted  4 .9  140  

Bas ic  educat ion  3 .8  110  

Other  9 .8  200  

 

Peop le  were  asked  i f  t he re  was  anyth ing  p reven t ing  them f rom par t i c ipa t ing  in  t ra in ing  and  

near l y  ha l f  (46 .1%)  sa id  the re  was .  Var ious  reasons  fo r  no t  under tak ing  course  were  g i ven  

bu t  the  mos t  f requen t l y  c i ted  were :  

•  Chi ldca re  respons ib i l i t i es .  

•  Cos t .  

•  T ime cons t ra in ts .  

•  Hea l th  p rob lems .  

 

Responden ts  were  asked  to  sugges t  ways  o f  ove rcoming these  ba r r i e rs  to  t ra in ing .  The  

fo l l ow ing  sugges t i ons  were  made:  

•  Cheaper /be t te r  ch i l dca re  fac i l i t i es .  

•  F inanc ia l  ass is tance .  

•  Courses  run  a t  a  more  conven ien t  t ime.  

 

As  Tab les  7 .4  and  7 .5  show over  80% o f  peop le  ra te  the i r  commun ica t i on  sk i l l s  as  good  o r  

ve ry  good ,  however  th i s  d rops  to  be low 60% when  ra t i ng  numeracy sk i l l s .  

 

Table  7 .4  Sel f  ra ted  ab i l i t y  �  communicat ion  sk i l ls  

Communicat ion
sk i l ls  

Very good Good Average  Poor  Very Poor  

Spoken  56 .3  34 .4  8 .7  0 .4  0 .2  

Read ing  54 .5  32 .2  9 .3  2 .7  1 .2  

Wr i t i ng  50 .8  32 .4  11 .0  3 .9  1 .9  
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Table  7 .5  Sel f  ra ted  ab i l i t y  �  numeracy 

Sk i l ls  Very good Good Average  Poor  Very Poor  

Numeracy 24 .2  32 .9  28 .1  11 .2  3 .7  

 

Responden ts  were  asked  to  i nd i ca te  whe the r  o r  no t  the  househo ld  has  a  home 

compute r /PC.  In  to ta l  34 .9% ind ica ted  hav ing  a  compute r ,  th i s  i s  h igher  than the  S ta te  

average  a t  32 .4% (Source :  CSO �  NQHS,  4 thQ 2000) .  Tab le  7 .6  shows  tha t  a  l ower  

p ropor t i on  o f  peop le  f rom Ba l l ymun  use the i r  compute rs  fo r  educat ion  o r  work .   

 

Table  7 .6  Use  o f  home computer  (as  % of  homes w i th  a  computer )  

PC use  2002  Surve y 
% 

Sta te*  
% 

Work  31 .2  47 .4  

Educa t ion  57 .4  80 .9  

Le isu re  79 .2  89 .3  

Source :  CSO �  NQHS,  4 thQ 2000  
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8. Schooling 
 

Responden ts  w i th  ch i l d ren  a t tend ing  p r imary  o r  secondary  schoo ls  were  asked ques t ions  

abou t  schoo l ing .  

 

Over  a  th i rd  (36 .1%)  o f  househo lds ,  w i th  ch i l d ren  a t tend ing  p r imary  o r  secondary  schoo l ,  

use  schoo ls  ou ts ide  Ba l l ymun  fo r  a t  l eas t  one  o f  the i r  ch i l d ren .  Var ious  reasons  were  g iven  

fo r  th i s ,  bu t  they  can  be  summar i sed  as  fo l l ows :  

•  Or ig ina l l y  l i ved  e l sewhere  �  use  the  same schoo l .  

•  Bet te r  schoo ls  e lsewhere .  

•  Bad behav iour  by  ch i l d ren  in  Ba l l ymun  schoo ls .  

•  At tend  a  spec ia l  needs  schoo l .  

 

As  Tab le  8 .1  shows ,  a l though  some paren ts  p re fe r  schoo ls  ou ts ide  Ba l l ymun ,  near l y  th ree -

quar te rs  (74 .3%)  ra te  schoo ls  i n  Ba l l ymun  as  good  o r  ve ry  good .  

 

Table  8 .1  Rate  Ba l l ymun schools  

Rate  % 

Very  good  47 .8  

Good  26 .5  

Average  16 .1  

Poor  6 .5  

Very  poor  3 .0  

 

Near l y  a l l  pa ren ts  (99 .6%)  sa id  they wou ld  l i ke  the i r  ch i l d ren  to  go  on  to  Th i rd  Leve l  

educat ion .  The  reasons  g iven  fo r  wan t ing  the i r  ch i l d ren  to  go  on to  fu r the r  and h igher  

educat ion  a re  as  fo l l ows :  

•  Bet te r  ca ree r  po ten t ia l .  

•  More  oppor tun i t i es  w i th  an  educa t i on .  

•  Improves  fu tu re  p rospec ts .  

•  To fu l f i l  po ten t ia l .  

•  Because the  pa ren ts  d idn � t  t hemse lves  have the  oppor tun i t y  o f  a  Th i rd  Leve l  

educat ion .  

 

Young people  not  in  educat ion ,  t ra in ing  or  employment  
Al l  responden ts  were  asked  i f  t he re  was  anyone  in  the  househo ld  aged  be tween  14  and  18  

who  was  no t  i n  educa t ion ,  t ra in ing  o r  emp loyment .  On ly  n ine  responden ts ,  wh ich  equa tes  to  

90  househo lds  i n  Ba l l ymun ,  repor ted  hav ing  a t  l eas t  one  ea r l y  schoo l  l eave r  who  was  no t  i n  

emp loyment  o r  t ra in ing .  The  in te rv iewer  asked  wha t  these  peop le  were  cu r ren t l y  do ing .  The 

responses  inc luded :  l ook ing  a f te r  ch i l d ren ,  l ook ing  fo r  work ,  and no th ing .  

 

I t  shou ld  be  no ted  tha t  these  f i gu res  on  ea r l y  schoo l  l eav ing  shou ld  be  used as  a  ba re  

m in imum as  i t  i s  thought  the  se l f  repor t  ques t ionna i re  encoun te red  some under - repor t i ng  on  

th i s  ques t ion .  Fu r the r  research  i s  needed  to  examine  the  na tu re  and  ex ten t  o f  young  peop le  

leav ing  schoo l  w i thou t  go ing  in to  employment  o r  t ra in ing .
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9. Childcare 
 

Pa ren ts  w i th  ch i l d ren  a t tend ing  p r imary  schoo l  o r  younger  non-schoo l  go ing  ch i l d ren  were  

asked  abou t  ch i l dca re  a r rangements .  Many o f  the  ques t ions  a re  comparab le  to  ques t ions  

asked  in  the  QNHS in  the  4 t h  Quar te r  o f  2002 ,  however  the  resu l ts  f rom the  na t iona l  su rvey 

a re  ye t  to  be  re leased bu t  shou ld  be  ava i l ab le  i n  the  summer  o f  2003 .  

 

Ha l f  o f  househo lds  (50 .0%)  inc luded ch i l d ren  a t tend ing  p r imary  schoo l  o r  younger  non-

schoo l  go ing  ch i l d ren .  

 

Pa ren ts  were  asked  to  i nd ica te  wh ich  t ype  o f  ch i l dcare  they usua l l y  used  du r ing  weekdays .  

As  can be  seen  in  the  tab le  be low the  vas t  ma jo r i t y  o f  ch i l d ren  were  ca red  fo r  e i the r  by  the  

pa ren ts  themse lves  o r  unpa id  re la t i ves .  Crèche/nu rse ry  and  a f te r  schoo l  ac t i v i t y -based  

fac i l i t i es  were  the  nex t  mos t  f requen t l y  used  a r rangements .  

 

Table  9 .1  Type  o f  ch i ldcare  usual ly used 

Types  o f  ch i ldcare   % 

Chi ldca re  minded  a t  home by me/par tne r  78 .2  

Unpa id  re la t i ve  (o r  fami l y  f r i end )  i n  your  own  home 29 .5  

Unpa id  re la t i ve  (o r  fami l y  f r i end)  i n  h i s /he r  own  home 25 .3  

Crèche /Nursery  11 .0  

A f te r  schoo l  ac t i v i t y -based  fac i l i t y  8 .9  

Homework  c lub  5 .9  

Pa id  re la t i ve  (o r  fami l y  f r i end ) / ch i l dminder  i n  h i s /he r  own  home 5 .5  

P layg roup /p re -schoo l /sess iona l  ch i l dca re  4 .6  

Pa id  re la t i ve  (o r  fami l y  f r i end ) / ch i l dminder  i n  your  own  home 3 .4  

Au  Pa i r /Nanny 0 .4  

Na ion ra  0 .4  

Work -based  c rèche  0 .4  

Mon tessor i  schoo l  0 .0  

Spec ia l  needs  fac i l i t y  0 .0  

Other  1 .3  
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As  Tab le  9 .2  i l l us t ra tes ,  a l though  78 .2% o f  pa ren ts  usua l l y  m ind  the  own  ch i l d ren  a t  home,  

th i s  i s  the  p re fe r red  method  by  on ly  56 .2%.  Th is  sugges ts  tha t  pa ren ts  a re  m ind ing  ch i l d ren  

a t  home because  su i tab le  a l te rna t i ves  a re  no t  ava i l ab le .  To  pu t  th i s  i n  te rms  o f  numbers ,  

the  su rvey shows  tha t  1860  pa ren ts  m ind  the i r  ch i l d ren  a t  home,  and  th i s  method  i s  the  

p re fe r red  method  o f  on ly  1320  pa ren ts ,  sugges t ing  tha t  540 pa ren ts  a re  mind ing  the i r  

ch i l d ren  a t  home because su i tab le  a l te rna t ives  a re  no t  ava i l ab le .  O ther  p re fe r red  methods  

inc luded  unpa id  re la t i ves  and  c rèche /nu rse r ies .  

 
Tab le  9 .2  Pre fer red type  o f  ch i ldcare  

Types  o f  ch i ldcare  % 

Chi ldca re  minded  a t  home by me/par tne r  56 .2  

Unpa id  re la t i ve  (o r  fami l y  f r i end )  i n  your  own  home 9 .8  

Crèche /Nursery  9 .4  

Unpa id  re la t i ve  (o r  fami l y  f r i end)  i n  h i s /he r  own  home 7 .2  

A f te r  schoo l  ac t i v i t y -based  fac i l i t y  5 .5  

Pa id  re la t i ve  (o r  fami l y  f r i end ) / ch i l dminder  i n  h i s /he r  own  home 4 .3  

P layg roup /p re -schoo l /sess iona l  ch i l dca re  3 .4  

Pa id  re la t i ve  (o r  fami l y  f r i end ) / ch i l dminder  i n  your  own  home 1 .7  

Homework  c lub  0 .9  

Other  0 .9  

Au  Pa i r /Nanny 0 .4  

Mon tessor i  schoo l  0 .4  

Na ion ra  0 .0  

Work -based  c rèche  0 .0  

Spec ia l  needs  fac i l i t y  0 .0  

 

Paren ts  were  asked  to  i nd ica te  the  main  reason  why t hey used  ch i l dca re  on  a  week ly  bas is .  

Near l y  s i x  i n  ten  (59 .6%)  repor ted  tha t  i t  enab led  them to  work ,  17 .4% used  ch i l dca re  to  

p rov ide  a  soc ia l  o r  educa t iona l  ou t le t  fo r  the  ch i l d ,  and  9 .0% sa id  i t  enab led  the  pa ren t  to  

pa r t i c ipa te  in  educa t i on  o r  t ra in ing .  Four teen  pe rcent  o f  pa ren ts  i nd i ca ted  �o ther �  reasons  

fo r  us ing  ch i l dca re ,  these inc luded  a l l ow ing  t ime  to  go  shopp ing  and  p rov ide  f ree  t ime  fo r  

the  pa ren ts .  

 

Pa ren ts  w i th  ch i l d ren  a t tend ing  p r imary  schoo l  o r  younger  non-schoo l  go ing  ch i l d ren  were  

asked  whe ther  l ack  o f  ch i l dca re  had  p revented  them f rom do ing  anyth ing  in  the  las t  12  

mon ths .  As  Tab le  9 .3  shows  near l y  ha l f  (49 .5%)  had been  p revented  f rom look ing  fo r  a  j ob  

due  to  l ack  o f  ava i l ab le  ch i l dca re .  Near l y  two  in  f i ve  (38 .9%)  had been  p revented  f rom 

par t i c ipa t ing  in  educa t ion  o r  t ra in ing ,  and  near l y  th ree  in  ten  (28 .6%)  had  been  p reven ted  

f rom chang ing  the i r  work  hours .  Near l y  one  in  fou r  (24 .1%)  had to  tu rn  down a  job  o f fe r  and  

more  than  one  in  f i ve  (21 .3%)  had  to  qu i t  a  j ob  due  to  l ack  o f  su i tab le  ch i l dca re  

a r rangements .  
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Table  9 .3  Lack  o f  ch i ldcare  in  the  las t  12  months 

 % 

Preven ted  you  f rom look ing  fo r  a  j ob?  49 .5  

S topped  you  f rom tak ing  a  s tudy o r  t ra in ing  course? 38 .9  

S topped  you  f rom chang ing  the  hours  you  regu la r l y  work?  28 .7  

Made  you  tu rn  down a  job?  24 .1  

Made  you  qu i t  a  j ob?  21 .3  

Made  you  qu i t  a  s tudy o r  t ra in ing  course?  13 .0  

Other  10 .3  

 

Tab le  9 .4  shows  the  pe rcen tage  o f  pa ren ts  who  use  ch i l dca re  fac i l i t i es  p rov ided  in  

Ba l l ymun .  

 

Table  9 .4  Use  o f  Ba l lymun ch i ldcare  fac i l i t ies  

Fac i l i t ies  % 

T i r  na  nOg Day Nurse ry  15 .0  

Ba l l ymun  Eas t  Commun i t y  Cen t re  13 .3  

B ITE 10 .0  

Women�s  Resource  Cen t re  8 .3  

Ax i s  8 .3  

A is l i ng  P ro jec t  (V i rg in  Mary)  8 .3  

Our  Lady �s  Nurse ry  6 .7  

A is l i ng  P ro jec t  (Ho ly  Sp i r i t )  6 .7  

Sco i l  an  tSearch ta r  Laoch 5 .0  

Ear l y  S ta r t  3 .3  

A is l i ng  Pro jec t  (S t  Josephs )  3 .3  

S t  Margare t � s  T rave l le rs  1 .7  

CAFTA 1 .7  

G lo r  na  Gea l  1 .7  

Gera lds town House  1 .7  

Ba l l ymun  P layg round  Assoc ia t i on  1 .7  

Bernadet te  Hopk ins  1 .7  

BEST 1 .7  

 

Those  who  do  no t  use  Ba l l ymun  ch i l dca re  fac i l i t i es  were  asked  why th i s  was  so .  The  

responses  can  be  summar i sed  as  fo l l ows :  

•  Don � t  need fac i l i t i es  because  use  fami l y  and  f r i ends .  

•  Didn � t  know abou t  Ba l l ymun  fac i l i t i es .  

•  Too  expens ive .  

•  No p laces  ava i l ab le /on  wa i t i ng  l i s t .  

•  Don � t  l i ke  the  idea  o f  us ing  ch i l dca re  fac i l i t a tes .  
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10. Health 
 
To es tab l i sh  a  p ro f i l e  o f  Ba l l ymun  peop le � s  hea l th ,  responden ts  were  asked a  number  o f  

ques t ions  abou t  hea l th  cond i t i ons ,  i l l nesses  and  d isab i l i t i es .  Much  o f  the  in fo rmat ion  i s  

comparab le  to  da ta  co l l ec ted  by  the  QNHS (3 r d  Quar te r  2001) .  The f i rs t  two  ques t ions  abou t  

l ong - las t  cond i t i ons  and  d i f f i cu l t y  pe r fo rm ing  ac t i v i t i es  w i l l  be  comparab le  to  2002  Census  

in fo rmat ion  when  i t  i s  pub l i shed  la te r  i n  2003 .  

 

Tab le  10 .1  i l l us t ra tes  tha t  more  than  one  i n  twen ty  peop le  (5 .8%)  su f fe r  f rom b l i ndness ,  

dea fness ,  o r  a  severe  v i s ion  o r  hear ing  impa i rmen t .  One  in  e igh t  peop le  (12 .6%)  has  a  

cond i t i on  tha t  subs tan t ia l l y  l im i t s  one  or  more  bas ic  phys ica l  ac t i v i t i es  such as  wa lk ing ,  

c l imb ing  s ta i rs ,  reach ing ,  l i f t i ng ,  o r  ca r ry ing .  

 

Table  10 .1  Percentage  suf fer ing  long- las t ing  condi t ions  

Condi t ions  % 

Bl indness ,  dea fness  5 .8  

L im i ts  phys ica l  ac t i v i t i es  12 .6  

 

A l l  responden ts  were  asked  i f  ,  because  o f  a  phys ica l ,  men ta l  o r  emot iona l  cond i t i on  las t i ng  

s i x  mon ths  o r  more ,  they  have  any d i f f i cu l t y  i n  do ing  any o f  the  fo l l ow ing  ac t i v i t i es .  The 

resu l ts  can  be  seen  in  Tab le  10 .2 .  

 

Table  10 .2  Because  of  condi t ion  las t ing  a t  least  6  mth  do  you have  any d i f f icu l ty in  � 

Act iv i t y  % 

Work ing  a t  a  j ob  o r  bus iness  6 .6  

Learn ing ,  remember ing  o r  concent ra t i ng  5 .6  

Go ing  ou ts ide  the  home a lone to  shop  o r  v i s i t  a  doc to r � s  su rge ry  4 .3  

Dress ing ,  ba th ing  o r  ge t t i ng  a round ins ide  the  home 1 .7  

 

Responden ts  were  asked  to  i nd ica te  wha t  t ype  o f  med ica l  cover  they  had .  As  can  be  seen  

in  Tab le  10 .3 ,  the  p ropor t ion  o f  peop le  i n  Ba l l ymun  covered  by  a  Med ica l  ca rd  i s  ove r  tw ice  

as  h igh  as  the  f i gu re  fo r  the  S ta te .  Ba l l ymun  has  fa r  smal le r  p ropor t i on  o f  peop le  covered  

by  p r i va te  hea l th  i nsu rance .  

 

Table  10 .3  Percent  o f  people  w i th  medica l  cover  

Type  o f  cover  2002  Surve y 
% 

Sta te*  
% 

Med ica l  ca rd  on ly  58 .6  25 .9  

P r i va te  hea l th  i nsu rance on ly  9 .8  46 .1  

Bo th  1 .9  2 .1  

Ne i the r  29 .6  25 .9  

Source :  CSO �  NQHS,  3 rdQ 2001  

 

 23



Ba l l ymun  Soc io -economic  P ro f i l e  Repor t  �  V is ion  21  

Responden ts  were  a l so  asked  whe the r  o r  no t  they  su f fe red  f rom spec i f i c  hea l th  cond i t i ons .  

The  resu l t s  can  be  seen  in  Tab le  10 .4 .  Ba l l ymun  has  a  s l i gh t l y  h igher  p ropor t i on  o f  peop le  

w i th  one  o r  more  cond i t i ons  (35 .7% compared  to  30 .4% fo r  the  S ta te ) .  Ba l l ymun  has  a  fa r  

h igher  ra te  o f  as thma (9 .3% compared  to  5 .0%)  and  a  fa r  l ower  ra te  o f  hyper tens ion  (3 .1% 

compared  to  6 .8%) .  

 

Table  10 .4  Percent  o f  people  f rom spec i f ic  condi t ions  

Condi t ion  2002  Surve y 
% 

Sta te*  
% 

As thma 9 .3  5 .0  

Ang ina  3 .7  2 .3  

Rheumato id  a r th r i t i s  3 .7  3 .8  

Gas t r i c /pep t i c /duodena l  u lce r  3 .7  1 .7  

D iabetes  3 .1  1 .5  

Hyper tens ion  3 .1  6 .8  

Hear t  a t tack  2 .9  1 .5  

Chron ic  b ronch i t i s  2 .5  1 .4  

Other  cancer  2 .1  1 .0  

Ga l l s tones  2 .1  1 .3  

Os teo  a r th r i t i s  (o f  the  h ip )  1 .7  3 .0  

K idney s tones  1 .0  0 .6  

S t roke  0 .8  0 .6  

Leg  u l ce r  requ i r i ng  d ress ing  0 .8  0 .5  

Os teoporos is  0 .6  0 .9  

Under  ac t i ve  thyro id  0 .6  0 .9  

Sk in  cancer  0 .2  0 .3  

Other  13 .0  9 .2  

One  o r  more  35 .7  30 .4  

Source :  CSO �  NQHS,  3 rdQ 2001  

 

Peop le  were  a l so  asked  to  ra te  the i r  hea l th  i n  genera l .  Tab le  10 .5  p resen ts  the  resu l ts .  

 

Table  10 .5  How  people  perce ive  the i r  ow n heal th  

Rate  2002  Surve y 
% 

Sta te*  
% 

Exce l len t  12 .8  29 .1  

Very  good  31 .5  35 .4  

Good  37 .1  24 .2  

Fa i r  13 .5  9 .0  

Poor  4 .6  2 .2  

Don � t  know/no t  s ta ted  0 .6  0 .1  

Source :  CSO �  NQHS,  3 rdQ 2001  
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Char t  10 .1  i l l us t ra tes  tha t  the  S ta te  has  p ropor t i ona l l y  more  than  tw ice  as  many  peop le  who  

desc r ibe  the i r  hea l th  as  exce l len t .  Ba l l ymun  has  a  p ropor t i on  tw ice  as  la rge  as  the  S ta te  o f  

peop le  desc r ib ing  the i r  hea l th  as  poor .  Many s tud ies  sugges t  the  hea l th  o f  a  communi t y  i s  

i nex t r i cab ly  l i nked to  soc ia l  exc lus ion .  As  Ba l l ymun  i s  to  be  used  by  the  Depar tmen t  o f  

Hea l th  and Ch i ld ren  as  one  o f  the  p i l o t  a reas  fo r  a  new mode l  o f  p r imary  ca re ,  we  shou ld  

expec t  some improvement  i n  the  coming years .  

 
Char t  10 .1  How  people  perce ive  the i r  ow n heal th  
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The  su rvey a l so  examined  i ssues  o f  a lcoho l  and  d rug  use ,  however  i t  shou ld  be  no ted  tha t  

these  i ssues  were  on ly  covered  in  te rms  o f  hea l th  p rob lems .  One  in  twe lve  (8 .3%)  

househo lds  inc lude  a  pe rson  who  has  had  hea l th  p rob lems  assoc ia ted  w i th  d rug  o r  a l coho l  

use .   

 

Over  two  th i rds  (69 .0%)  o f  these  sought  he lp  f rom hea l th /d rug  se rv i ces .  48 .3% o f  these 

ra ted  the  se rv i ce  as  ve ry  good ,  17 .2% ra ted  the  se rv i ce  as  good,  13 .8% ra ted  i t  as  ave rage,  

3 .4% ra ted  i t  as  poor ,  and  17 .2% ra ted  the  se rv i ce  as  ve ry  poor .  

 

The  Drugs  Task  Force  Repor t  (2000)  repor ted  f i gu res  ga the red  f rom th ree  sources :  d rug  

t rea tmen t  se rv i ces ,  hosp i ta l s ,  and  Garda .  The  repor t  s ta ted  tha t  i n  1998  the re  were  683  

op ia te  use rs  i n  Ba l l ymun ,  mos t  o f  whom were  in  the  age  range  15  �  49  years  o ld .  Th is  

mean t  tha t  one  in  th i r teen  loca l  peop le  i n  tha t  age  range  were  found  to  be  op ia te  use rs .  

The  ra t i o  was  as  h igh  as  one  in  f i ve  men ,  be tween  the  ages  o f  24  and  29 ,  were  found to  be  

us ing  op ia tes .  

 

The  leve l  and na tu re  o f  a lcoho l  and  d rug  use  war ran ts  fu r the r  i nves t iga t ion  by  Ba l l ymun  

Loca l  Drugs  Task  Force .  
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11. Housing and environment 
 

Responden ts  were  asked  abou t  the i r  pe rcep t ions  o f  the i r  hous ing  and  env i ronment .  Th is  

i n fo rmat ion ,  a l though  sub jec t i ve ,  i s  o f  g rea t  va lue  as  i t  i s  an  ind ica to r  o f  how peop le  fee l  

abou t  the i r  a rea .  

 

Near l y  one  in  f i ve  (17 .8%)  Ba l l ymun  househo lds ,  wh ich  ren t  f rom the  loca l  au tho r i t y ,  i n tend  

to  buy the i r  p resen t  homes ,  32 .3% in tend  to  buy new homes ,  and  49 .9% do  no t  i n tend  to  

buy.  

 

As  can be  seen  in  Tab le  11 .1 ,  Ba l l ymun  has  reasonab ly  se t t l ed  popu la t i on ;  two- th i rds  

(66 .9%)  have l i ved  in  the  same accommodat ion  fo r  more  than  5  years ,  and  42 .9% have  

l i ved  the re  fo r  more  than  10  years .  

 

Table  11 .1  Length  o f  t ime in  present  accommodat ion  

Length  o f  t ime % 

Less  than  1  y r  11 .3  

1  �  5  y rs  21 .8  

5  �  10  yrs  24 .0  

More  than  10  yrs  42 .9  

 

Tab le  11 .2  shows  tha t  ove r  th ree  quar te rs  (76 .6%)  o f  the  popu la t i on  a re  e i ther  sa t i s f i ed  o r  

ve ry  sa t i s f i ed  w i th  the i r  accommodat ion .  However ,  when  compared  to  the  S ta te  (4 .8%)  

(Source :  CSO �  QNHS 3 r d  Quar te r  1998) ,  a  fa r  g rea te r  p ropor t i on  o f  Ba l l ymun  househo lds  

a re  no t  sa t i s f i ed  w i th  the i r  accommodat ion  (23 .5%) .  However ,  as  i s  shown in  Char t  11 .1 ,  

on ly  5 .0% o f  occupants  o f  the  new pos t  regenera t ion  un i ts  a re  d i ssa t i s f i ed  w i th  the i r  

accommodat ion .  

 

Table  11 .2  Sat is fact ion  w i th  accommodat ion  

Sat is fac t ion  % 

Very  sa t i s f i ed  26 .8  

Sa t i s f i ed  49 .8  

D issa t i s f i ed  16 .0  

Very  d i ssa t i s f i ed  7 .5  

 

As  i l l us t ra ted  in  Char t  11 .1 ,  sa t i s fac t ion  leve ls  a re  s t rong ly  dependen t  on  the  t ype  o f  

accommodat ion  in  wh ich  the  pe rson  l i ves .  In  te rms  o f  houses ,  the  newer  the  house the  

more  sa t i s f i ed  the  occupan t  i s ;  and  in  te rms  o f  f l a t s  the  fewer  s to r ies  the  b lock  has  the  

more  sa t i s f i ed  the  occupan t  i s .  Th is  re la t i onsh ip  i s  s ta t i s t i ca l l y  s ign i f i can t  (p<0 .001) .  
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Char t  11 .1  Sat is fact ion  w i th  accommodat ion  by type  o f  accommodat ion  
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Responden ts  were  a l so  asked  to  i nd ica te  how sa t i s f i ed  they were  w i th  the  a reas  

immed ia te l y  ou ts ide  the i r  accommodat ion ,  e .g .  s ta i rwe l l s ,  l i f t  sha f t s ,  g reen  spaces ,  pa ths .  

Tab le  11 .3  shows  tha t  s i x  ou t  o f  ten  peop le  (60 .7%)  were  e i the r  d i ssa t i s f i ed  o r  ve ry  

d issa t i s f i ed .  

 

Table  11 .3  Sat is fact ion  w i th  area  outs ide  

Sat is fac t ion  % 

Very  sa t i s f i ed  7 .2  

Sa t i s f i ed  32 .0  

D issa t i s f i ed  31 .4  

Very  d i ssa t i s f i ed  29 .3  

 

Pe rhaps  unsurp r i s ing l y ,  househo lds  i n  the  15  s to rey  b locks  were  mos t  d i ssa t i s f i ed  (81 .6%) ,  

and  occupan ts  o f  the  new un i ts  were  mos t  sa t i s f i ed  (60 .0%) .  

 

Char t  11 .2  i l l us t ra tes  the  re la t i onsh ip  be tween  sa t i s fac t i on  w i th  a reas  ou ts ide  and  fo rum 

a rea .  As  can be  seen  peop le  l i v ing  in  Popp in t ree  a re  the  mos t  l i ke l y  to  be  sa t i s f i ed ;  and  the  

peop le  o f  Ba lcu r r i s /Ba lbu tcher  and  S i l l ogue /Sandyh i l l  a re  the  mos t  l i ke l y  to  be  d issa t i s f i ed .  

Th is  re la t i onsh ip  i s  s ta t i s t i ca l l y  s ign i f i can t  (p<0 .001) .  
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Char t  11 .2  Sat is fact ion  w i th  areas outs ide  by ne ighbourhood forum area  
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Tab le  11 .4  shows  tha t  two  in  f i ve  peop le  (41 .9%)  are  sa t i s f i ed  w i th  the  regenera t ion  p lan  to  

da te .  No t  su rp r i s ing ly  occupan ts  o f  the  new un i ts  were  mos t  l i ke l y  to  be  sa t i s f i ed  (65 .0%) .  

 

Table  11 .4  Sat is fact ion  w i th  progress  o f  regenerat ion  p lan  to  date  

Sat is fac t ion   % 

Very  sa t i s f i ed  6 .1  

Sa t i s f i ed  35 .8  

D issa t i s f i ed  37 .7  

Very  d i ssa t i s f i ed  20 .4  

 

O f  those  who  l i ve  in  pos t  regenera t ion  accommodat ion ,  61 .1% sa id  the i r  b i l l s  had  inc reased  

s ince  mov ing  to  the i r  new homes .  

 

We were  a l so  in te res ted  in  homelessness  and  in  pa r t i cu la r  the  leve l  o f  � h idden homeless �  i n  

Ba l l ymun .  Anecdota l  ev idence  sugges ts  tha t  the re  i s  l a rge  number  o f  peop le  who  

tempora r i l y  s tay  w i th  f r i ends  and  ex tended  fami l y  because  they have  nowhere  e l se  to  go .  

Responden ts  were  asked :  a t  p resen t  o r  a t  any  t ime  over  the  pas t  12  months  have  you  had  

anyone  l i v ing  w i th  you ,  who  does  no t  usua l l y  l i ve  i n  your  home,  and  who  has  no  pe rmanen t  

o r  s teady address?  

 

Near l y  one  in  e leven (8 .7%)  househo lds ,  ove r  the  pas t  12  mon ths ,  have had someone  l i v ing  

w i th  them who  does  no t  usua l l y  l i ve  there .  In  te rms  o f  numbers ,  the  su rvey sugges ts  tha t  

410  househo lds  have g i ven  tempora ry  accommodat ion  to  someone  w i thou t  a  pe rmanen t  

address  over  the  pas t  12  mon ths .  However ,  th i s  f i gu re  w i l l  con ta in  �mu l t i p le  coun t ing �  �  

pe rson who  has  s tayed  w i th  more  than  one  househo ld  i n  the  pas t  yea r  w i l l  be  coun ted  more  

than  once.  Even  a f te r  tak ing  th i s  po in t  i n to  cons ide ra t ion ,  the  su rvey suppor ts  the  

anecdo ta l  ev idence tha t  the re  i s  a  l a rge  popu la t i on  o f  � h idden  home less �  i n  Ba l l ymun .  
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Table  11 .5  Length  o f  s tay 

Length  o f  t ime % 

Less  than  1  week  23 .1  

Less  than  1  mon th  20 .5  

1  mon th  to  6  mon ths  25 .6  

More  than  6  mon ths  30 .8  

 

Tab le  11 .6  shows  tha t  near l y  a  th i rd  o f  househo lds ,  who  have  tempora r i l y  accommodated  

someone ,  d id  so  fo r  more  than  s i x  mon ths .  

 

I n  te rms  o f  � v i s ib le  homelessness � ,  41 .0% o f  responden ts  have  seen  someone  s leep ing  

rough  in  Ba l l ymun .  As  Tab le  11 .6  i l l us t ra tes ,  l ess  than  two  in  f i ve  peop le  (39 .9%)  fe l t  

homelessness  was  no t  a  se r ious  p rob lem in  Ba l l ymun .  

 

Table  11 .6  Descr ip t ion  o f  homelessness  in  Bal l ymun 

 % 

Very  se r ious  p rob lem 15 .2  

Ser ious  p rob lem 20 .4  

Fa i r l y  se r i ous  p rob lem 24 .5  

No t  se r ious  prob lem 26 .6  

No t  a  p rob lem 13 .3  

 

Tab le  11 .7  i l l us t ra tes  tha t  ove r  ha l f  o f  househo lds  l i ve  i n  ne ighbourhoods  where  g ra f f i t i ,  

peop le  under  the  in f l uence  o f  a lcoho l  o r  d rugs ,  peop le  congregat ing  a f te r  da rk ,  and  rubb ish  

l y ing  about  a re  ve ry  common occur rences .   

 

Table  11 .7  Percentage  o f  households  l i ving  in  ne ighbourhood a f fec t  by var ious  
problems 

 Ve ry  common Fa i r l y  common No t  ve ry  

common 

Not  a l l  

common 

Gra f f i t i  on  wa l l s  o r  

bu i l d ings  

65 .1  14 .6  12 .9  7 .5  

Peop le  under  i n f l uence  

a l coho l /d rugs  in  pub l i c  

59 .5  19 .1  13 .3  8 .1  

Peop le  congrega t ing  

a f te r  da rk  

57 .6  16 .9  15 .0  10 .5  

Rubb ish  l y ing  abou t  

 

55 .5  21 .2  16 .4  6 .9  

Vanda l i sm and  damage  

to  p roper ty  

49 .2  18 .9  16 .0  16 .0  

Lack  o f  pe rsona l  sa fe ty  

on  roads  and s t ree ts  

43 .6  22 .5  19 .2  14 .6  

Homes /gardens  in  poor  

cond i t i on  

16 .1  21 .3  43 .0  19 .6  
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Char t  11 .3  compares  th i s  s i tua t ion  w i th  the  na t iona l  p i c tu re .  As  can  be  seen  when  

compared  w i th  the  S ta te ,  Ba l l ymun  has  a  fa r  g rea te r  p ropor t i on  o f  househo lds  a f fec ted  by  

the  va r ious  prob lems  (ve ry  common o r  fa i r l y  common) .  

 

Char t  11 .3  Percentage  o f  households  l i ving  in  ne ighbourhood a f fec t  by var ious  
problems 
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Th is  t ype  o f  l ow- leve l  c r ime  i s  o f ten  known as  an t i  soc ia l  behav iou r .  Severa l  s tud ies  

sugges t  tha t  i f  an t i - soc ia l  behav iou r  i s  no t  addressed ,  i t  can  ac t  as  a  ca ta l ys t  f o r  more  

se r ious  c r imes  (A rm i tage ,  NACRO,  2002) .  Ba l l ymun  seems to  p rove  th i s  theory  as  w i l l  be  

ou t l i ned  in  the  Cr ime  and Sa fe ty  Sec t ion .  

 

Responden ts  were  asked  how sa t i s f i ed  they were  w i th  the  main tenance o f  Ba l l ymun  (e .g .  

s t ree t  c lean ing ,  repa i r i ng  b roken l i gh ts ) .  As  Tab le  9 .7  shows ,  ove r  ha l f  (55 .4%)  a re  

sa t i s f i ed ,  however  ove r  a  f i f t h  (21 .2%)  a re  ve ry  d i ssa t i s f i ed .  

 

Table  11 .8  Sat is fact ion  w i th  maintenance  of  Ba l lymun 

Sat is fac t ion   % 

Very  sa t i s f i ed  4 .0  

Sa t i s f i ed  51 .4  

D issa t i s f i ed  23 .4  

Very  d i ssa t i s f i ed  21 .2  

 

We were  a l so  in te res ted  in  t ranspor t  usage  and sa t i s fac t i on  w i th  pub l i c  t ranspor t .   

Tab le  11 .9  shows  tha t  buses  a re  the  usua l  mode  o f  t ranspor t  fo r  two  ou t  o f  f i ve  peop le  

(42 .5%) .  O f  these peop le  near l y  ha l f  (49 .2%)  were  e i the r  d i ssa t i s f i ed  o r  ve ry  d i ssa t i s f i ed  

w i th  pub l i c  t ranspor t  i n  Ba l l ymun .  
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Table  11 .9  Usua l  mode of  t ranspor t  

Mode of  t ranspor t  % 

Bus  42 .5  

Car  34 .0  

Wa lk  17 .8  

B icyc le   4 .4  

Tax i  1 .2  

 

Responden ts  were  a l so  asked  whe the r  o r  no t  the  cons t ruc t i on  work  i n  Ba l l ymun ,  due to  the  

regenera t ion  p ro jec t ,  had  nega t i ve l y  a f fec ted  the i r  l i ves .  Perhaps  unsurp r i s ing l y ,  g i ven  the  

sca le  o f  the  regenera t ion  p ro jec t ,  26 .2% sa id  ve ry  much so  and 37 .2% ind i ca ted  i t  had  

a f fec ted  them to  a  degree .  Jus t  under  ha l f  (46 .5%)  were  sa t i s f i ed  w i th  the  sa fe ty  measures  

a round  the  cons t ruc t i on  s i tes .  

 

Recyc l i ng  was  a lso  an  i ssue  ra i sed  in  the  in te rv iews .  Over  a  th i rd  o f  househo lds  (36 .0%)  

repor ted  recyc l i ng  househo ld  was te ,  and  ano the r  41 .0% ind ica ted  tha t  they  wou ld  s ta r t  

recyc l i ng  i f  fac i l i t i es  were  ava i l ab le  l oca l l y .  

 

Responden ts  were  read  fou r  s ta tements  and  were  asked  to  i nd i ca te  wh ich  mos t  c lose ly  

match  the i r  fee l i ngs  fo r  Ba l l ymun .  Tab le  11 .10  p resen ts  the  resu l ts .  

 

Table  11 .10  Sta tement  best  descr ibes  Ba l lymun 

Sta tement  % 

I  l i ke  Ba l l ymun ,  I  i n tend  to  l i ve  he re  fo r  the  fo reseeab le  

fu tu re  

47 .7  

I  l i ke  Ba l l ymun ,  bu t  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  move  to  a  new house  

in  Ba l l ymun  

31 .2  

I  d i s l i ke  Ba l l ymun ,  g iven  the  oppor tun i t y  I  wou ld  move  to  

ano the r  a rea  

17 .3  

I  d i s l i ke  Ba l l ymun ,  I  i n tend to  move ve ry  soon  

 

3 .8  

 

As  Char t  11 .4  i l l us t ra tes  we l l  ove r  th ree  quar te rs  o f  peop le  (78 .9%)  l i ke  l i v ing  in  Ba l l ymun  

and  wan t  to  con t inue  do ing  so  fo r  the  fo reseeab le  fu tu re .  
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Char t  11 .4  Sta tement  best  descr ib ing  Ba l lymun 
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12. Crime and safety 
 

Ano the r  top ic  covered  by  the  in te rv iews  was  c r ime and  sa fe ty .   

 

I n  te rms  o f  secur i t y  measures ,  Tab le  12 .1  shows  tha t  Ba l l ymun  has  a  fa r  l ower  p ropor t i on  

o f  househo lds  p ro tec ted  by  e i the r  bu rg la r  a la rms  o r  an  ac t i ve  ne ighbourhood  wa tch  scheme.  

 

Table  12 .1  Percentage  o f  households  w i th  the  fo l low ing secur i ty  

Home secur i ty  2002  Surve y 
% 

Sta te*  
% 

Burg la r  a la rm 8 .9  24 .5  

Ne ighbourhood  wa tch  9 .9  38 .3  

Source :  CSO �  NQHS,  3 rdQ 1998  

 

Responden ts  were  asked  whe the r  o r  no t  they  had  exper ienced va r ious  c r imes  in  the  pas t  12  

mon ths ,  and  i f  so  had they repor ted  the  c r ime  to  the  Garda i .  As  i s  i l l us t ra ted  in  Tab le  12 .2 ,  

9% had  su f fe red  the f t  f rom a  veh ic le  and  6 .8% had  been  assau l ted .  

 

Table  12 .2  Percentage  o f  households  that  w ere  vic t ims of  the  fo l low ing cr imes 

Exper ienced in  the  
past  12  mths 

No Yes ,  but  d idn � t  
repor t  

Yes ,  and  d id  repor t  

The f t  f rom veh ic le  91 .0  4 .1  4 .9  

Assau l t  93 .2  3 .4  3 .4  

Burga l ry  92 .7  1 .9  4 .9  

The f t  o f  a  veh ic le  92 .2  2 .4  5 .4  

The f t  96 .6  2 .2  1 .2  

Domes t i c  v io lence  95 .2  1 .9  2 .9  

Mugg ing  96 .8  1 .5  1 .7  

 

Table  12 .1  V ic t ims of  cr ime over  the  past  12  months  

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Theft from
vehicle

Assault Burgalry Theft of a
vehicle

Theft Mugging

%
Ballymun

State

 

 33



Ba l l ymun  Soc io -economic  P ro f i l e  Repor t  �  V is ion  21  

As  i s  i l l us t ra ted  by  Char t  12 .1 ,  Ba l l ymun  househo lds ,  i n  compar i son  to  the  na t iona l  

ave rages ,  exper ience fa r  h igher  ra tes  o f  c r ime .  

 

Percep t i on  o f  c r ime  i s  o f ten  as  impor tan t  as  exper ience  o f  c r ime .  Tab le  12 .3  shows  tha t  the  

vas t  ma jo r i t y  (89 .7%)  o f  peop le  fee l  sa fe  i n  the i r  homes  a t  n igh t .  However ,  40 .4% fee l  

unsafe  wa lk ing  in  the i r  ne ighbourhood a f te r  da rk .  A l though ,  i n  compar i son  to  Dub l in  and  the  

S ta te ,  Ba l l ymun  has  a  g rea te r  p ropor t i on  o f  peop le  who  fee l  ve ry  unsa fe  wa lk ing  a lone  a f te r  

da rk ,  when  the  unsa fe  and ve ry  unsafe  f i gu res  a re  taken  toge the r  the  Ba l l ymun  p ic tu re  i s  

s im i la r  to  tha t  o f  Dub l in .  

 

Table  12 .3  Percept ion  o f  sa fe ty 

Do you fee l  sa fe� Very sa fe  Safe  Unsafe  Very unsafe  

Ba l l ymun 20 .1  39 .5  25 .9  14 .5  

Dub l in *  13  47  32  8  

Wa lk ing  a lone  

a f te r  da rk?  

S ta te*  23  46  24  6  

Bal lymun 53 .6  36 .1  9 .1  1 .2  

Dub l in *  29  60  9  2  

A lone  a t  home 

a t  n igh t?  

S ta te*  34  55  9  2  

Source :  Garda  Pub l i c  A t t i tude  Survey 2002  

 

The  char t  a lso  shows  tha t  when  compar ing  the  f i gu res ,  Ba l l ymun  has  p ropor t i ona l l y  more  

peop le  who  fee l  ve ry  sa fe  a lone  a t  home a t  n igh t .  However ,  when  we  take  the  pe rcen tages  

o f  peop le  who  repor t  fee l i ng  sa fe  and  ve ry  sa fe  togethe r ,  i t  can  be  seen  tha t  they  average  

ou t  and Ba l l ymun ,  Dub l in ,  and  the  S ta te  have  s im i la r  f i gu res  (89 .7%,  89%,  89% 

respec t i ve l y ) .   

 

Char t  12 .2  Percept ion  o f  sa fe ty 
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Source :  Garda  Pub l i c  A t t i tude  Survey 2002  
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Responden ts  were  asked  to  desc r ibe  the  se r iousness  o f  t he  c r ime  p rob lem in  Ba l l ymun .  

Tab le  12 .4  compares  the  resu l ts  w i th  those o f  the  S ta te .  In te res t ing ly ,  a l though  Ba l l ymun  

res iden ts  su f fe r  more  c r ime ,  p ropor t i ona l l y  fewer  Ba l l ymun  res iden ts  desc r ibe  c r ime  as  a  

se r i ous  o r  very  se r ious  p rob lem.  Th is  sugges ts  tha t  Ba l l ymun  peop le  may have become 

desens i t i sed  to  h igh  leve ls  o f  c r ime .  

 

Table  12 .4  Ser iousness of  c r ime problem 

Descr ip t ion  2002  Surve y 
% 

Sta te*  
% 

Very  se r ious  p rob lem 21 .9  40 .3  

Ser ious  p rob lem 25 .5  37 .8  

Fa i r l y  se r i ous  p rob lem 29 .3  19 .4  

No t  se r ious  prob lem 20 .4  2 .2  

No t  a  p rob lem 3 .0  0 .3  

Source :  CSO �  NQHS,  3 rdQ 1998  

 

Responden ts  were  asked  i f  t hey  wor r ied  abou t  the  poss ib i l i t y  tha t  they  themse lves ,  o r  

anyone  e l se  in  the i r  househo ld ,  m igh t  become a  v i c t im  o f  c r ime .  Surp r i s ing ly ,  g i ven  the  

leve ls  o f  exper ienced c r imes ,  Tab le  12 .5  shows  tha t  Ba l l ymun  and the  S ta te  have  s im i la r  

p ropor t i ons  o f  peop le  who  wor ry  abou t  becoming  a  v i c t im  o f  c r ime.  Aga in ,  th i s  sugges ts  

tha t  Ba l l ymun  peop le  may have  g rown accus tomed to  c r ime and  become desens i t i sed .  

 

Table  12 .5  Worry about  becoming vic t im of  c r ime 

 2002  Surve y 
% 

Sta te*  
% 

No 44 .5  42 .6  

Yes  �  pe rsona l  i n ju ry  18 .1  18 .1  

Yes  �  p roper ty  �  the f t ,  damage  7 .3  4 .6  

Yes  �  bo th  pe rsona l  and  p roper ty  30 .1  34 .5  

Source :  CSO �  NQHS,  3 rdQ 1998  

 

As  can be  seen  in  Tab le  12 .6 ,  ove r  a  th i rd  o f  Ba l l ymun  res iden ts  (36 .0%)  ra te  the  work  o f  

the  Garda i  i n  the i r  ne ighbourhood  as  poor  o r  ve ry  poor ,  t h i s  compares  to  j us t  9 .1% 

na t iona l l y .  

 

Table  12 .6  Rate  the  w ork  o f  the  Garda i  in  ne ighbourhood  

 2002  Surve y 
% 

Sta te*  
% 

Very  good  7 .2  19 .6  

Good  26 .3  45 .4  

Average  30 .5  25 .9  

Poor  17 .5  6 .5  

Very  poor  18 .5  2 .6  

Source :  CSO �  NQHS,  3 rdQ 1998  
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13. Participation 
 

When  asked,  d id  you  vo te  in  the  mos t  recen t  genera l  e lec t i on  (2002) ,  56 .1% o f  responden ts  

aged  18  and over  i nd ica ted  tha t  they  had  vo ted ,  th i s  compares  to  the  o f f i c ia l  t u rn -ou t  

reco rded a t  the  s i x  Ba l l ymun  po l l i ng  s ta t i ons  o f  45 .4% (Source :  Dub l in  C i t y  re tu rn ing  

Of f i ce r ) .  Th is  d i sc repancy may be  due  to  over - repor t i ng  on  the  se l f - repor t  ques t ionna i re .  O f  

those  who  d idn � t  vo te  the  reasons  a re  ou t l i ned  be low.  The  ques t ions  abou t  reasons  fo r  no t  

vo t i ng ,  no t  be ing  on  the  e lec to ra l  reg is te r ,  and  pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  vo lun ta ry  g roups  a re  

comparab le  to  ques t ions  asked  in  the  NQHS Par t i c ipa t ion  Modu le ,  the  resu l ts  o f  wh ich  a re  

ye t  to  be  pub l i shed .  

 

Tab le  13 .1  p resent  the  reasons  g iven  fo r  no t  vo t i ng .  

 

Table  13 .1  Reason for  not  vot ing  

Reasons % 

Not  i n te res ted  in  po l i t i cs  26 .8  

D is i l l us ioned  w i th  po l i t i cs  16 .0  

No  t ime  14 .9  

Away f rom home 8 .8  

No t  reg i s te red  to  vo te  8 .2  

No  po l l i ng  card  5 .7  

My vo te  wou ld  no t  make  a  d i f f e rence  5 .7  

Do  no t  unders tand  i ssues /  cou ld  no t  make  

cho ice /  too  l i t t l e  i n fo rmat ion  

5 .2  

I l l ness /d i sab i l i t y  3 .6  

Lack  o f  t ranspor t  1 .0  

 

Th ree  quar te rs  o f  responden ts  (75 .3%)  o ld  enough to  vo te  repor ted  tha t  they  were  reco rded  

on  the  e lec to ra l  reg is te r .  

 

Those  who  were  no t  on  the  e lec to ra l  reg is te r  were  asked  why no t ,  t he  responses  can  be  

seen be low.  

 

Table  13 .2  Reason for  not  be ing  reg istered  to  vote  

Reason % 

Never  go t  round  to  reg i s te r ing  25 .5  

Recent l y  moved  �  no t  reg is te red  a t  new 

address  

8 .5  

Though t  reg is t ra t i on  was  au tomat i c  8 .5  

Don � t  know how to  reg is te r  6 .4  

Name d isappeared  o f f  reg is te r  2 .1  

O ther  reasons  31 .9  

Don � t  know 17 .0  

 

A l l  responden ts  were  asked  whe ther  o r  no t ,  ove r  the  pas t  few years ,  they  had been  ac t i ve  

in  any way in  a  vo lun ta ry  g roup  o r  o rgan isa t i on  (e .g .  cha r i t y ,  spo r t s  c lub ,  l oca l  commun i t y  

g roup ,  po l i t i ca l  o r  re l i g ious  g roup /o rgan isa t i on ) .  Tab le  13 .3  shows  tha t  th ree  in  ten  peop le  
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(31 .1%)  a re  e i the r  somewhat  ac t i ve  o r  ve ry  ac t i ve ,  and  a  fu r the r  4 .1% a re  members  bu t  a re  

no t  ac t i ve .  

 

Tab le  13 .3  Ac t i ve  in  vo lun ta ry  g roup /o rgan isa t i on  

Extent  % 

Very  ac t i ve  17 .0  

Somewhat  ac t i ve  14 .1  

Member  bu t  no t  ac t i ve  4 .1  

Do  no t  be long  to  g roup /o rgan isa t i on  64 .5  

Don � t  know 0 .2  

 

O f  those  who  a re  ac t i ve ,  13 .2% are  pa id  fo r  the i r  par t i c ipa t ion .  

 

Over  ha l f  o f  a l l  respondents  (52 .1%)  had  a t tended  a  pub l i c  mee t ing  in  Ba l l ymun  a t  

somet ime .  

 

Near l y  n ine  ou t  o f  t en  (88 .6%)  fe l t  t he  loca l  communi t y  shou ld  be  more  invo lved  in  runn ing  

Ba l l ymun ,  and  55 .3% wou ld  l i ke  to  pa r t i c ipa te  in  a  ne ighbourhood counc i l .  

 

Responden ts  were  shown a  l i s t  o f  poss ib le  sou rces  o f  i n fo rmat ion  abou t  Ba l l ymun ,  and 

were  asked  to  i nd ica te  where  they go t  mos t  o f  t he i r  i n fo rmat ion  abou t  Ba l l ymun .  As  i s  

shown in  Tab le  13 .4 ,  f r i ends / fami l y /ne ighbours  and loca l  newspapers  were  the  mos t  c i t ed  

sources  o f  i n fo rmat ion .   

 

Table  13 .4  Percentage  o f  people  w ho access  in format ion  f rom var ious  sources  

Sources  % 

Fr iends / fami l y /ne ighbours  77 .3  

Loca l  newspaper  70 .7  

Ba l l ymun  Regenera t ion  L td  21 .2  

Ba l l ymun  Par tne rsh ip  19 .8  

Loca l  A rea  Forum 8 .5  

L ib ra ry  7 .7  

Hous ing  Task  Force  6 .4  

Loca l  res idents  g roup  6 .3  

Drugs  Task  Force  5 .8  

CAP 4 .4  

Par i sh  Team 3 .7  

Women�s  Resource  Cen t re  3 .3  

We l fa re  R igh ts  2 .9  

Loca l  Au tho r i t y  O f f i ce r  2 .5  

We l fa re  Of f i ce r  2 .1  

L inx  Cent re  1 .9  

C i t i zens  Adv ice  1 .9  

Po l i ce  S ta t ion  1 .5  

Men �s  Ne twork /  Resource  Cen t re  1 .2  
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Responden ts  were  asked  to  i den t i f y  the i r  p re fe r red  method o f  rece iv ing  in fo rmat ion  abou t  

Ba l l ymun .  The  resu l ts  a re  shown in  the  tab le  be low.  

 

Table  13 .5  Pre fer red  method of  rece iving  in format ion  

Methods % 

News le t te rs  53 .5  

Loca l  newspaper  34 .4  

Persona l  v i s i t s  15 .5  

By te lephone 4 .6  

Webs i tes  1 .4  

Emai l  1 .2  

Other  8 .1  
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14. Income and expenditure 
 
The  f i na l  sec t ion  o f  the  in te rv iew covered  income and  expend i tu re .  

 

Tab le  14 .1  shows  tha t  ove r  ha l f  o f  Ba l l ymun  househo lds  (51 .6%)  e i the r  own  o r  have  access  

to  a t  l eas t  one  ca r  o r  van .  

 
Tab le  14 .1  Percentage  o f  households  that  have  access  to  cars  

Number  o f  cars  % 

None 48 .4  

One  39 .3  

Two 9 .8  

Three  0 .8  

Four  0 .6  

F ive  o r  more  1 .0  

 

Responden ts  were  a l so  asked  to  i nd ica te  the i r  g ross  househo ld  week ly  i ncome.  As   

Tab le  14 .2 ,  near l y  one  in  seven  (13 .9%)  have a  g ross  househo ld  i ncome o f  l ess  than  �150 .  

However ,  near l y  two  in  f i ve  (39 .8%)  have  an  income o f  more  than �350 .  The  average  g ross  

week ly  househo ld  i ncome fo r  the  S ta te  i n  1999 /2000 a t  �666.72  (CSO:  Househo ld  Budge t  

Survey) .  As  the  tab le  shows  more  then e igh t  ou t  o f  ten  househo lds  have  a  week ly  i ncome 

less  than the  S ta te  ave rage .   

 

Table  14 .2  Gross  household  w eek ly income 

Income groups % 

Less  than  �150  13 .9  

150  �  349  46 .4  

350  �  549  22 .3  

550  �  749  11 .1  

750  �  949  4 .1  

More  than  �950  2 .3  

 

A f te r  b i l l s  the  mean  week ly  d i sposab le  househo ld  income i s  �135.99 .  Th is  i s  on ly  a  quar te r  

o f  t he  ave rage  S ta te  d isposab le  i ncome wh ich  was  �551 .60  in  1999 /2000 (CSO:  Househo ld  

Budge t  Survey) .  A l though  the  S ta te  f i gure  rep resen ts  d i sposab le  income be fo re  b i l l s  (bu t  

a f te r  i ncome tax  and  soc ia l  i nsu rance) ,  t h i s  s t i l l  i l l us t ra tes  tha t  the re  i s  a  cons ide rab le  

d i f fe rence  be tween  the  spend ing  power  o f  Ba l l ymun  res iden ts  and the  S ta te  ave rage .  

 

As  we l l  as  be ing  in te res ted  in  d i sposab le  i ncome we  were  a l so  i n te res ted  in  where  peop le  

spent  i t .  The  responden ts  were  asked  to  i nd i ca te  how o f ten  they used va r ious  shopp ing  

fac i l i t a tes .  The  resu l t s  a re  ou t l i ned  in  Tab le  14 .3 .  
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Table  14 .3  Usage  of  shopping  cent res / fac i l i t ies  

Use  At  least  
once  a  w eek 

About  once  
a  for tn ight  

About  once  
a  month  

Less  than  
once  a  
month  

Never  

Loca l  van  

shop  

77 .9  2 .8  1 .9  5 .1  12 .3  

Ba l l ymun  

Shop .  Cen t re  

66 .1  4 .8  4 .6  9 .2  15 .3  

Omni  Park  

Shop .  Cen t re  

44 .4  14 .3  14 .1  12 .6  14 .5  

F ing las  shop .  

Cen t res  

19 .3  6 .4  12 .3  16 .7  45 .3  

 

As  Char t  14 .1  i l l us t ra tes ,  the  loca l  shop  vans  a re  the  shopp ing  fac i l i t i es  mos t  f requen t l y  

used.  Th is  shows  tha t  peop le  requ i re  l oca l  shops  c lose r  to  the i r  homes  than Ba l l ymun  Town 

Cen t re .  Th is  sugges ts  tha t  Ba l l ymun  needs  shopp ing  fac i l i t i es  i n  each o f  the  ne ighbourhood 

a reas ,  as  i s  p lanned  in  the  regenera t ion  p ro jec t .  

 

Char t  14 .1  Usage  of  shopping  cent res / fac i l i t ies  

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

Local van
shop

Ballymun
Shopping

Centre

Omni Park
Shopping
Centre

Finglas
shopping
Centres

%

At least once a w eek

About once a fortnight

About once a month

Less than once a month

Never

 
 

Responden ts  who  repor ted  us ing  Ba l l ymun  shopp ing  cen t re  l ess  than  once  a  mon th  o r  never  

us ing  the  cent re  were  asked  why th i s  was  so .  Var ious  responses  were  g i ven  and  a re  

summar ised  be low:  

•  Too  expens ive .  

•  Run down/d i r t y .  

•  Poor  range  o f  shops .  

•  Shops  poor l y  s tocked .  

•  I n t im ida ted  by  d rug  dea le rs /d rug  users /d runks .  
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15. Conclusions 
 

As  the  su rvey has  shown Ba l l ymun  as  a  communi t y  has  many s t reng ths ,  however  i t  has  a l so  

been  shown tha t  the re  a re  weaknesses  wh ich  need  to  be  addressed .   

 

Ba l l ymun  has  an  unemployment  ra te  four  t imes  h igher  than  tha t  o f  the  S ta te .   

 

S ince  the  su rvey conduc ted  in  2000,  the re  has  been an  inc rease  in  the  labour  fo rce  

pa r t i c ipa t ion  ra te ,  a l though  some o f  th i s  i s  accoun ted  fo r  h igher  unemployment  ra te ,  the  

b igges t  change  s ince  2000  i s  i n  the  inc rease  in  pa r t  t ime  employment .   

 

Near l y  ha l f  (45 .5%)  o f  those  �ou t  o f  work �  ( ILO:  unemp loyed  o r  no t  economica l l y  ac t i ve  bu t  

ava i l ab le  fo r  work )  exp ressed  an  in te res t  i n  se t t i ng  up  the i r  own  bus iness .  Th is  obv ious ly  

shows  po ten t ia l  f o r  en te rpr i se  i n  Ba l l ymun .   

 

Ano the r  s t reng th  i s  tha t  near l y  fou r  i n  f i ve  (78 .8%)  ou t  o f  work  peop le  repor ted  hav ing  work  

sk i l l s  wh ich  inc luded:  compute r  sk i l l s ,  admin is t ra t i ve  sk i l l s ,  and  t rade /c ra f t  sk i l l s .  I n  te rms  

o f  sk i l l s  o f  t hose  in  work ,  66 .7% o f  those  who  desc r ibed the i r  cu r ren t  occupa t ion  as  genera l  

opera t i ve  repor ted  hav ing  work  sk i l l s .  

 

Four  i n  ten  (40 .0%)  peop le  ou t  o f  work  had  under taken  a  t ra in ing /educa t i on  course  in  the  

pas t  12  mon ths ,  and  77 .6% sa id  they wou ld  l i ke  to  under take  a  course  in  the  fu tu re .  Th is  

i l l us t ra tes  the  impor tance o f  � second  chance �  educat ion  in  Ba l l ymun .  However ,  o f  t hose  who  

wou ld  l i ke  to  under take  a  course  37 .8% sa id  someth ing  was  p reven t ing  them f rom 

par t i c ipa t ing .  The  mos t  f requen t l y  c i ted  ba r r ie r  was  ch i l dca re .  

 

The  su rvey shows  tha t  1860  househo lds  in  Ba l l ymun  m ind  the i r  ch i l d ren  a t  home.  However  

th i s  i s  the  p re fe r red  method  o f  on ly  1320 .  Th is  sugges ts  tha t  540 househo lds  m ind  the i r  

ch i l d ren  a t  home because appropr ia te  a l te rna t i ve  a re  no t  ava i l ab le .  The  su rvey a l so  showed  

tha t  near l y  ha l f  o f  pa ren ts  (49 .5%)  had  been  p revented  f rom look ing  fo r  a  j ob  due  to  l ack  o f  

ava i l ab le  ch i l dca re .   

 

Hea l th  i s  a l so  o f  concern  in  Ba l l ymun .  When  compared  to  the  S ta te ,  Ba l l ymun  has  

p ropor t i ona l l y  ha l f  as  many peop le  who  desc r ibe  the i r  hea l th  as  exce l l en t  and tw ice  as  

many desc r ib ing  the i r  hea l th  as  poor .  Many s tud ies  sugges t  the  hea l th  o f  a  communi t y  i s  

i nex t r i cab ly  l i nked to  soc ia l  exc lus ion .  As  Ba l l ymun  i s  to  be  used  by  the  Depar tmen t  o f  

Hea l th  and Ch i ld ren  as  one  o f  the  p i l o t  a reas  fo r  a  new mode l  o f  p r imary  ca re ,  we  shou ld  

expec t  some improvement  i n  the  coming years .  

 

Ba l l ymun  res iden ts  repor t  a  h igh  leve l  o f  an t i  soc ia l  behav iou r .  Severa l  s tud ies  sugges t  tha t  

i f  i t  no t  addressed ,  an t i  soc ia l  behav iour  can  ac t  as  a  ca ta l ys t  f o r  more  se r ious  c r imes .  

Ba l l ymun  Regenera t ion  L td  i s  cu r ren t l y  conduc t ing  consu l ta t i on  to  assess  how bes t  to  

tack le  the  p rob lem.  

 

Ba l l ymun  a l so  exper iences  ex t reme ly  h igh  ra tes  o f  c r ime  and  low sa t i s fac t i on  leve ls  w i th  

the  Garda i .  
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A l though 60 .7% a re  d i ssa t i s f i ed  w i th  the  a reas  ou ts ide  the i r  homes ,  the  regenera t ion  

p ro jec t  o f fe rs  the  oppor tun i t y  to  co r rec t  th i s .  

 

Ano the r  s t reng th  o f  Ba l l ymun  i s  the  c lose  communi t y  ne tworks .  Near l y  a  th i rd  (31 .1%)  a re  

ac t i ve l y  i nvo lved  in  vo lun ta ry  g roup  o r  l oca l  o rgan isa t ion  (e .g .  char i t y ,  spo r ts  c lub ,  l oca l  

commun i t y  g roup) .  Ba l l ymun  has  a lso  a  reasonab le  se t t l ed  commun i t y ,  more  than  two  in  

f i ve  (42 .9%)  have l i ved  in  the i r  p resen t  accommodat ion  fo r  more  than  ten  years .  Wel l  ove r  

th ree  quar te rs  (78 .9%)  l i ke  l i v ing  in  Ba l l ymun  and  wan t  to  con t inue  do ing  so  fo r  the  

fo reseeab le  fu tu re .  

 

Th is  s tudy has  ident i f i ed  severa l  i ssues  tha t  need fu r the r  examinat ion .  When  the  2002  

Census  age  pro f i l es  a re  ava i l ab le  i n  June  2003  the  demograph ic  s t ruc tu re  o f  Ba l l ymun  

needs  de ta i l ed  ana lys i s .  I ssues  to  be  exp lo red  inc lude  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  a  dec l i n ing  b i r th  

ra te ,  dec l i n ing  numbers  o f  young  women,  and a  h idden  male  popu la t i on  be tween  the  ages  

o f  25  and  39 .   

 

Fu r the r  research  i s  a l so  need  to  examine  the  na tu re  and  ex ten t  o f  young  peop le  leav ing  

schoo l  w i thou t  go ing  in to  emp loyment  o r  t ra in ing .   

 

The  h igh  leve l  o f  repor ted  hea l th  p rob lems  re la ted  to  a l coho l  and  d rug  use  sugges ts  tha t  

subs tance use  war ran ts  fu r the r  i nves t iga t ion .  

 

Some o f  the  f i gu res  repor ted  in  th i s  s tudy w i l l  be  comparab le  to  na t iona l  su rvey resu l ts  tha t  

a re  due  to  be  pub l i shed in  2003 .  These inc lude  the  2002  Census ,  the  QNHS 4 t h  Quar te r  

2002  �  Ch i ldca re  Modu le ,  and  the  QNHS �  Par t i c ipa t ion  Modu le .  

 

The  resu l t s  o f  t h i s  su rvey can  be  used  as  a  base l i ne ,  i n  tha t  they  can  be  compared  w i th  the  

resu l ts  o f  fu tu re  Ba l l ymun  su rveys ,  so  tha t  t rends  and  p rog ress  can  be  measured .  
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